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Organic product push eyed

PHUSADEE ARUNMAS

Thailand has set its sights on expanding
shipments of organic products by 10% a
year, boosted by a wide array of offerings.

Commerce Minister Apiradi Tantraporn
said the government wants to aggressively
promote organic products for both export
and domestic consumption.

“Organic products have experienced
strong growth in recent years in terms of
both the domestic and export markets,
thanks to consumers’ rising health con-
sciousness and environmental awareness,”
she said. “Given Thailand’s variety of prod-
ucts and quality, the country has a good
opportunity to develop into the production
centre of organic products for Asia””

Thailand’s organic product exports are
currently estimated at about 4 billion baht
a year, with shipment prospects expected
to be promising due to the changing tastes
of global consumers.

The global organic product market is
valued at 2.3 trillion baht a year.

In a bid to promote organic product
development, Mrs Apiradi said the Com-
merce Ministry is developing an organic
village scheme, starting with five pilot prov-
inces: Phetchabun, Surin, Chiang Rai, Nan
and Yasothon.

The scheme has already kicked off in
Phetchabun, Chiang Rai and Surin.

In efforts to promote better under-
standing and awareness about organic
and natural products, the ministry is host-
ing the annual Organic & Natural Expo
2016, Thailand’s largest trade show for
the organic and natural products indus-
try, at Queen Sirikit National Conven-
tion Center.

The event, running from July 28-31,
is aimed at building networks among
manufacturers and entrepreneurs in the
fields of organic and natural products
and services.

More than 228 operators are sched-
uled to participate in the event, which is
expected to generate more than 30 mil-
lion baht in sales and other transactions.
More than 40,000 visitors are anticipated
for the event.

Thailand has 213,000 rai of plantation
area for organic produce, with 9,200 farm-
ers producing a combined 80,000 tonnes
of organic products a year.

Thailand’s produce champions for
exports include organic rice, which
accounts for 68% of total shipments, fol-
lowed by vegetables at 12% and fruits at 8%.

Tea, herbal products, cosmetics and spa
products account for the rest.
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Thailand aims to become
centre for organic farming

NATAYA THIRAPORN,
PETCHANET PRATRUANGKRAI
THE NATION

THAILAND is promoting itself as
the centre of organic farming and
trading in Asean and aims to
become one of the world’s major
suppliers of organic products.

Commerce Minister Apiradi
Tantraporn said yesterday that
the ministry and producers
planned to increase the country’s
share of the world market in the
organic sector as it foresaw that
as a sustainable way to help farm-
ers and promote good living.

She said Thailand had good
potential to become the centre of
organic farming and trading with-
in Asean, but to achieve the goal it
required more policy support and
awareness about organic prod-
ucts from farmers and consumers.

The government has devised a
five-year plan to develop organic
products to boost the country’s
market share globally. The plan
started this year and aims to add
value to organic goods. The gov-
ernment will help the marketing
and packaging development of
products.

Under the plan, exports of
organic products to the world
market are forecast to grow 10 per
cent each year.

Currently, the annual value of
lorganic—product exports is Bt4 bil-

ion.

The world market value of
organic products is US$72 billion

(Bt2.3 trillion) annually and grows
at an average rate of 12.8 per cent
eachyear.

Thai products have a share of
less than 1 per cent of the market.
The United States, Germany and
France are the three leading
exporters of organic produce, in
that order.

Peerachote Charanwong,
chairman of the Thai Organic
Trade Association, said the
Kingdom’s long history had influ-
enced Thais in the growing of
organic products but compared
with many foreign countries
Thailand was still in the learning
stage in the sector. A good start is
acknowledging the responsibility
producers must show towards
consumers, he said.

Lack of knowledge

“Consumers still have a lack of
knowledge about organic prod-
ucts. Thus the government should
help promote consumer acknowl-
edgement about organic farming
and products so the industry can
grow sustainably,” he said.

The Commerce Ministry will
stage Thailand’s biggest organic
fair, “Organic & Natural Expo”, at
Queen Sirikit Convention Centre in
Bangkok from next Thursday to
July 31. More than 300 companies
will participate in the event.

It is expected to generate Bt30
million inimmediate sales, while
about 40,000 visitors are expect-
ed to attend.
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